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SUBJ: NEW SAUDI AMBASSADOR TO ALGERIA 

1. THE DIRECTOR OF ARAB AFFAIRS AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
INFORMS US THAT GENERAL MOHAMMED AL TAYYIB AL TUNISI HAS 
BEEN NAMED THE NEW SAUDI AMBASSADOR TO ALGERIA. 

2. TUNISI IS A FORMER CAREER MILITARY OFFICER. IN 1969 

HE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE TO THE 
INTERIOR MINISTRY AS HEAD OF THE PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES, 

A MAJOR AND IMPORTANT POSITION. 

3. OUR RECORDS INDICATE THAT TUNISI IS 49. HE LOOKS CON- 
SIDERABLY OLDER. HE HAS BEEN IN POOR HEALTH AND IT WAS 
FOR THIS REASON THAT HE LEFT THE INTERIOR MINISTRY TO BE 
ASSIGNED AS AN AMBASSADOR AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THIS 
SPRING. 

4. OUR RECORDS REFLECT THAT AT ONE TIME SOME PEOPLE CON- 
SIDERED TUNISI BRILLIANT, DYNAMIC AND INCORRUPTIBLE. 

MORE RECENT RECORDS AND OUR OWN LIMITED CONTACT WITH HIM 
DICTATE A MORE MODEST ASSESSMENT. HIS NAME HAS BEEN 
LINKED WITH REPORTS OF CORRUPTION IN THE INTERIOR MIN- 
ISTRY BUT HE DID NOT LEAVE THERE UNDER A CLOUD. 
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5. TUNISI SPENT ABOUT FOUR MONTHS IN TRAINING IN THE US 
IN THE LATE FIFTIES. HE SPEAKS ADEQUATE BUT HALTING 
ENGLISH. HE IS COURTLY AND FRIENDLY BUT NOT OUTGOING. 

HE IS MARRIED AND HAS THREE CHILDREN. 

6. GIVEN HIS POOR HEALTH AND INEXPERIENCE AT THE TRADE, 
WE DO NOT EXPECT THAT HE WILL BE AN ESPECIALLY DYNAMIC 
AMBASSADOR. 

7. TUNISI'S APPOINTMENT HAS NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNC- 
ED HERE AND EMBASSY ALGIERS SHOULD PROBABLY TREAT THE 
FACT OF THE APPOINTMENT AS PRIVILEGED INFO UNTIL HIS 
APPOINTMENT IS PUBLICLY CONFIRMED. 
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